LOOTING   CAMELS  PROM  THE  MANAHIL

>mplaining of murders in their own country, I promised to do what(
>uld, but for long months that was very little. Then a Sei'ar section of
e Al Hatim called Al *Abdulla bin 'Aun, with the encouragement of the
hers, looted forty camels from the Manahil. The actual miscreants were
fficult to get at for they were pure nomads and kept the looted camels at
ie distant "well of Husn Al 'Abr where they were seen by Minhali spies.

It was because of their relations with the Sei'ars that the Manahil,1
ho were the most north-easterly tribe in Qu'aiti domains, had failed to
gn the truqe. Their relations with the rest of the Hadhramaut were
irly good, but if they were not sure that their Sei'ar affairs were settled,
icy would have felt insecure with a one-sided .peace. The Manahil
donged to die same confederation as the Tamimi, the Beni Dhanna, but
taereas die Tamimi were all settled, the Manahil Were all Bedus. Never-
leless they were more united than any other Hadhramaut tribe and their
cuing chief,' Aidha bin Tannaf, a very fine lad of about twenty-five, had
lem completely under control. Surprisingly he held them back from
;taliation on the Sei'ar, and I promised to do my best to help them to
et their camels back if they signed the truce. This they did and waited
atiendy for months while I negotiated with die Sei'ar.

Public opinion demanded that something should be done about the
ei'ajs, so in order to find out more about them and their country as quickly
i possible, the whole country was explored by air. I accompanied all the
rconnaissances, of which the first were made in October 1937. So that
re might start over ground that we knew we foliowqd first of all the route
rhich D, and I had taken before. From Shibam to the entrance of the*.
Vadi Ser took us three minutes; this journey Jxad taken us exacdy two hours
n camels, and twenty minutes by car, After sighting the tomb of the
'rophet Salih in the Wadi Khonab, we turned into the Wadi Ser and at the
*QUth of the Wadi Latakli I recognized the Bents* Himyaritic caravan
gnpost. Then we went up the Wadi Sodaf and ftom Qa* al Fadhul on the
>1 at its head took directions previously given to me by -beduin for Ba

1 The men of the Manahil, Maira, and those distant sections of the Kathtri
rho live up amongst the Mahra on the confines of the 4esert, take their mothers'
ames and not their fathers. Ordinarily of course Arabs call themselves Hassan bin
luhammad for example, but these people say Hassan bin Maryam. The Manab.il
a<J the Hamumi and some of the other tribes are almost exclusively monogamous
tut the women, who in some parts are J&ot Veiled, are extraordinarily free. A MB
rop$$es marriage t$ the woman direct, and ixer father will say it is not Tm $o^t&sn&
tide price'is very hieh, but the bride brings a lot of stock with te*